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When participating in art, it is congruent to know the art of the patio, to know who is painting us and 
what we paint. And in those directions one encounters surprises. Panamanians, for perhaps 

obligation, we have a commitment to paint ourselves from home surrounded by our emblems and 
icons; from broods, to macaws and turtles, is the local trend. But from the deeply artistic point of 
view in that same line, we have Al Sprague and George Scribner both born in Panama and whose 
works are rooted in the art of Impressionist painting of the last century, who with this style have 
laminated color and painting our country, among popular corners, nature and canal technology they 
have interpreted Panama in a different artistic world. 

Al Sprague 



 

In brief lines begins the story of  Al Sprague . As a "zonian" child, he was born and raised in Panama, 
and like every young man he was subject to the American laws in a colony and he had to do military 
service. But on having the exams he was rejected because he had been suffering from chronic 
asthma since pelaito, just like me, although he has already taken off. His mother Josephine 

Sprague told him: - "Well, son ... What can we do? Take this painting and these paintings, come out 
and do not come back until you bring me something painted. " 

"And that's how from that day he did not take off from the painting. Magically it became his passion, 
devoting every day possible to create art. For him it was something he had to do, a passion. A sense 
of fullness, of being, its form of harmony. "These are the words of his daughter Kassie Sprague , who 
since her 28 years is dedicated to expanding her father's business. She distributes and manages 

everything related to reproductions of  Al's works, making it possible for her art to be available to 
everyone and the world; facilitating the sale of their originals in "Glicees", name that is given to 
copies of original works in high quality. 



 

-Uploading the networks- 



 

- Waiting- 



 

- Shell Scavengers in the Atlantic- 



 

-Vision in white- 

 

-Pollera, 2013- 



 

-Wheelbarrow- 

Despite living all his youth in Balboa, Panama, he lives in Virginia, USA, since 1989, where he has 
his studio. As a painter and connoisseur of the daily Panama, he was entrusted with the creation - as 
in competition, as well as other national artists - of the artistic documentation of the expansion of the 
new set of locks of the Panama Canal. Especially for having a trajectory of weight, since since the 
70s has effusively painted scenes related to the interoceanic road. 



 

Al Sprague taking photographic notes for the study of his works. 

 

The 13 ¢ stamp of the Panama Canal. First stamp created with the art of  Al . Printed on February 
23, 1976. 



 

15 ¢ stamp, the last to be printed for October 25, 1978. Both works are in the Canal Administration 
building. 



 

-To flush to Snipper- 1991- 

Al Sprague is perhaps the only artist to capture the Invasion to Panama in an impartial and 
documentary way. 



 

-Jump into Night, 1991- 

From his side and his experience, that of the journalistic artist, which Goya, but without 
violence. Note in the work the traces of Panamanian shrapnel crossing the air.  



 



-Air Assault, Tinajitas- 

One of his paintings, which rests on the walls of the Pentagon. 

The art of the Canal, the extension 

 

-Golden Passage- 



 

-Panama Canal Expansion II- 

Besides painting in oil, Al Sprague is also a watercolourist and sculptor, he even makes toys, and his 
arts dedicated to fishing is because it is his second passion after painting.  Now let's meet George 

Scribner . 

George Scribner 



 

It has a thick compendium of credits of more than 30 years in the world of animation at Disney.  Co-
wrote The Lion King for a year, remember that many people write randomly for a feature film. He did 
storyboards for Heavy Metal Wars and American Pop Ralph Bakshi, for chapters of The 

transformers , The Rugrats (The film) and directed some episodes of  GoBots and was director of  The 

Prince and the Pauper (1990). And as an animator he was at Los Smurfs , and we stopped here, 
which is too much carpet, he made his first feature film, Oliver & Company(1988). As a strawberry 

for the cake, he was the one who created Pumbaa and devised the Death of Mufassa;  crushed by 
Ñus. 

But what he is here for is the same reason as Al , his Panamanian paintings, of which he has a 
colorful and vibrant series of them, where, like Al , he represents the Panamanian daily life in a 
Costumbrismo of a very happy fidelity, for Do not say that word of crutch, exquisite XD.  For him it is 
inevitable to paint Panama. Despite accepting positively the advance of the century, he longs for the 
face of Panama yesterday. 



 

-PIP sold- 



 

-Work jobs- 



 

-Revising- 



 

-Taxi of Beach- 

 

-To fish!- 



A Scribner was also granted create scenes development of the engineering assembly and 
expansion of locks, but the initiative was his wife; while they were visiting the canal museum they 
saw the paintings that hung there. He took the initiative and created a package with the proposal to 
paint the enlargement processes and the idea came to the Authority of the channel, a budget was 
separated and thus everything began. The rest was easy, 8 artists were included for the project. In 

2007 he traveled twice a year to take notes and then work his paintings in Los Angeles, California, 
his place of residence. 

For his artistic talents, for him; his great skill with color recreated various scenes of what he 
witnessed during his work, remember that the entire artistic process where several artists 
participated took 9 years. From your work we bring you these samples. 

 

Strokes "in Situ", notes and sketches. 



 

- Waiting for the mules- 



 

-At a slow pace- 

  



 

-Dragado- 



 

-Miraflores at 8: PM- 



 

-Thres to the south- 



 

-Two trucks in the dust 



 

-To Gamboa- 

As we see both artists were born here and have so many Panamanians that they can not help but 
express it, they belong to a time where; In spite of the social and political differences between both 
nations, art excelled breaking that barrier. A Panama with a lot and unmissable identity and 
authenticity. With both profuse careers in terms of art and professionalism and despite being years 
and miles away from homeland, they maintain that Panamanian spirit latent in their 
expressions. George Scribner , who, like Al Sprague, performed their activities in the canal 
area, Sprague as a free artist and Scribneras an actor in the Guild Theater of the canal area. For 
people like them is that Panama is written with a tilde and with art. Chao people who later inspired 
me more. 

To buy Giccles (reproductions) or see the art of Al Sprague visit:  

https://www.panamaart.com/ 

To see the personal art gallery of George Scribner visit: 

https://www.scribnerart.com/ 

Article content information: 

K Magazine, The Press, Kassie Sprague Blog . 

  



 


